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WOMEN ELDERS
GATHERING

In early April 2024, QIA hosted an Elders Gathering, bringing
together women from across the Qikigtani Region to Igaluit for
athree-day 1Q engagement event. Twenty-four Elders attended
and shared their knowledge with each other and the six QIA staff
members who hosted the event.

The women shared stories on how they prepare food,

process hides, and make clothing from various animals such as
polar bear, eider duck, seal, and caribou. They gave details on how
they use each part of the animal so that nothing goes to waste.
Some shared how they make their own natural medicinal remedies
from ingredients found on-the-land. The stories were recorded

and QIA plans to transcribe these stories to preserve and celebrate
this knowledge.

QIA plans to host more Elders gatherings in the near future to
preserve more traditional knowledge and stories. QIA thanks all
24 women who dedicated three days to sharing their knowledge
and experiences with us.
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Nunavut Quest celebrations began in Arctic Bay with an opening
ceremony, mini-race, and community feast. This year a group of
students from Igloolik traveled with the quest’s official timekeeper.
Along the way, the students learned on-the-land skills, and
documented the race through photographs and stories. Bernice
Satugsi, Cadence Arnatsiaq, Riley Qamukaq, Leonard Siusangnark,
Dylan Kayotak, and Kenneth Owen Angilirq connected with
classrooms across the territory and submitted daily reports to
Nunatsiaq News detailing events from the race. The field course
was sponsored by QIA’s llagiiktunut Fund in partnership with
Nunatsiag News and Connected North and will provide the
students one semester credit.

Nunavut Quest 2024 ended with celebrations in Pond Inlet
including a closing ceremony and community feast.
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SPPPCaddC ISGUCLS® AbYSHCSIC 0 DI SP_Ib/DY<%Da QIA supports the Nunavut Quest each year thanks to the Qikiqtani

PaDLSb®eNCH><HNP PP®Ca A< Pecdo<®Nbdeoc Truth Commission funding dedicated to gimuksigtiit and dog-team
SP_IbYeC DPCHNPbe oSN 0 Acnd*LNJS. CRo 56Ul revitalization in our region. This year the $100,000 sponsorship
Cbd<d Do SPP®Catd*oC $100,000 Pa Y D%eC>c >eDC from QIA included gasoline and oil support for snowmobiles, food
Do AeCPC>5Ne DSeAeNPNo 5 SbICP>Y of, oSPCRCD>HNP for camps along the trail, snowmobile support team, dog food and
CSd<o € CLLSbeCSo < NN ANSGRE<IN“ 5N, AbLNPY>Le of, veterinary services for participating teams, a community feast, and
SPrsedNPh_of <L SPHo¢ 5CUC oa.c*oC onéd\v<<®NcNosIC prize money for mushers.

QLo Kb ot SP_edDr<<c PPIoC,
QIA congratulates all the Nunavut Quest teams who participated

SPP®CHPdC DAJASC AS%a 0 0a 2 PRI P>PIo®. in this event. A big thank you goes to the organizers and volunteers
SghealSE®b D GePeAAC PDBIC AbLc DI 5 bddabeN<lc >SLE for another successful race.
SP_Ie/ DY <5a®,
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QCAP PROJECT PROFILE
ILINNIAQATIGIIT - LEARNING TOGETHER

This winter, Ooloosie Ashevak delivered a slipper making program

to eight participants in Kinngait. Ooloosie, along with two Elders,
taught the participants to cut patterns, complete beadwork, and

sew with leather. Participants learned how to work together in a
healthy welcoming environment with two Elders providing traditional
knowledge, passing on sewing techniques and stories.

llinniagatigiit, meaning ‘learning together’, was made possible thanks

to funding provided through QIA's Qikigtani Cultural Activities
Program (QCAP).
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NUUSIMANIQ BOYS CAMPING PROGRAM

Last summer, Levi Nowdluk took five participants camping for five

days south-west of Igaluit, teaching them on-the-land safety skills, and
tradition harvesting skills. With help from his family, NowdIluk taught
participants how to spot marine mammals, set up fishing nets and tend to
nets. They also went clam digging and learned basic gun safety practices.

SPP®Ca Ac®d/cna T Acnd*LS De/SHPNNJEI%®
Pa DYHTNNRES0 oo o C-AcndUdo® DG Lot
AcdrsivLeo® ALl DP/NENJCHRoa Aced/NJC

KR anyPNa® AL AcMyPNCNN<ebo<ONt Acdleno e

DBCPHRODC, YAILIVUI® PPBCa Ac®dl/cnoslc Acnd®
<DOPNNNLPCPRLALILE AoAS Actd/®NJC AcNa PN a®
Lo AJ%aS/NENN<Pb*oPCHNLALLLS A ova® SPP®CoT Do,

QCAP is an application-based program that provides
funding for community-led projects that foster the
preservation and transmission of traditional skills and
increase participation in cultural activities.

JPY*b2oPLJAC CdMPdSoJ - To learn more visit:

www.qia.ca/what-we-do
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Q-STEP
TO SUCCESS

This year Qikigtani Skills and Training for Employment Partnership
(Q-STEP) had great success with the highest graduation rates to date
in several of our training programs.

This past year we collaborated with the Operating Engineers Training
Institute of Ontario to hire the first ever Inuktitut-English bilingual
heavy equipment operator instructor, Nathaniel (Najuk) Kusugak.

In 2023-2024, 27 of 32 Inuit graduated from Heavy Equipment
Operator training, for a record setting 84 percent graduation rate.
Some of the graduates went on to participate in our work experience
program, which saw Nunavut employers hiring graduates for 12-weeks
of on-the-job work experience.




Coa SPP®Ca—bIoD>re sPPeCa—<sdP>Sha ™ Ac®a<NCNc >ST<C
11o® oac™oC 2023-24r> <I5GJT, a.sa AbdCc*a € 7/50 <L
aaAdCcro® 3 (<o) <SdPPNeNC>c P>eIC, Coda <
435%U<0C, 420 AoAC Ayrc DIC >NeNeNd 97%ND>c >seDc
Ac®o<Gac >

DPANYDSY CLY <bAPcD>®IYIC APA NP> o Yo DSILADcn <No®
< dMP>NoT® <L oa/PNOA%*a o dM>®eNaT®.

The Q-STEP Q-Drive program also took place in 2023-2024, with
Class 7/5 and Class 3 (airbrakes) driver training offered in 11 Qikigtani
communities. Of the 435 participants, 420 Inuit completed the
training for an amazing 97 percent graduation rate!

Congratulations to all who worked hard to successfully complete the
Heavy Equipment Operator and driver training this year.
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TALLURUTIUP IMANGA
UPDATES

NAUTTIQSUQTIIT CENTRES

Progress on QIA’s Tallurutiup Imanga infrastructure is continuing with
two Nauttigsugtiit Centres on track to open this year. These centres
will serve as office and workspace for the Nauttigsuqtiit Inuit stewards,
storage for equipment, food preparation area and workshop space for
community outreach programs.

Construction of Arctic Bay’s centre started in the fall of 2023 and will
be completed and ready to open in the fall of 2024.

In Resolute Bay, renovation of the old Co-op hotel is nearing completion,
and the entire building will be operational by July 2024,
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TRAINING IN POND INLET

Thanks to funding through the Tallurutiup Imanga Inuit Impact and Benefit
Agreement’s On-the-Land Programs, QIA hired Polar Outfitting to deliver
asmall engine repair program in Pond Inlet this spring. The Nauttigsugtiit
supported Polar Outfitting in teaching 12 community members how to
maintain their hunting equipment. The participants worked on and fixed
20 skidoos, including those used by the Nunavut Quest support teams.

Through this funding, Pond Inlet was equipped with a diagnostic
computer which will continue to help community members maintain their
machines. This was a highly sought after course and with its success,

QlA s in the planning stages to offer this course in the other Tallurutiup
Imanga communities.
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NAUTTIQSUQTIIT UPDATES
QIA STAFF VISIT SANIKILUAQ

In April 2024, QIA staff from Igaluit visited Sanikiluag to meet with
Nauttigsugtiit Mick and Tamoe. The purpose of this trip was to begin
drafting Sanikiluaqg’'s Nauttigsuqtiit program work plans. QIA staff also
met with Sanikiluag Hunters and Trappers Association and the Arctic
Eider Society to discuss how QIA can better support the community.

With help from the Nauttigsugtiit, QIA staff went fishing, collected
mussels, and hosted a community feast, complete with country food
harvested by the Nauttigsuqtiit.
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NUNAVUT MINING
SYMPOSIUM

QlA was a sponsor of the 2024 Nunavut Mining Symposium which was
held in Igaluit from April 22-25, 2024. In its 26" year, the symposium
served as a platform for discussions surrounding the mining industry,
including the impacts and benefits on communities.

QIA President, Olayuk Akesuk, participated in a panel discussion focused
on the economic impacts of resource development in Nunavut.

QIA's Kris Mullaly, Q-STEP Manager, also presented on our Q-STEP
program and its success in training local Inuit youth for careers in mining.
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Qikigtani youth co-authors book
about Inuit Naming Practices.
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Kukik Enook Kusugak, age 12, recently co-authored a book called
What Is Your Name?: A Book about Inuit Naming Practices. This book
is about namesakes and kinship terms and follows four Inuit children
as they explain the meanings of their names. The book is written in
simple language for young children to enjoy. Kukik was inspired to
create this book because she is proud to have been named after her
great grandmother.

Kukik resides in Igaluit and Rankin Inlet and is in sixth grade

at Agsarniit Middle School. From a young age, she has had an
amazing grasp of the Inuktitut language. This led her to being a
voice actor with Inhabit Media since she was five to just last year.

In her spare time, Kukik enjoys skidooing on-the-land, playing soccer,
and crafting. She also enjoys cooking and baking with her family.
Tuttuminig uujug made by her ittu (grandfather) and spaghetti by
her anaana (mother) are her favourite foods. She learned how to
make her favourite dessert, aluk, a traditional dessert using caribou
fat, from her ningiukutaa (grandmother).

What Is Your Name?: A Book about Inuit Naming Practices was
published by Inhabit Media in 2023 in both English and Inuktitut.
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APPLY FOR QIA
SCHOLARSHIPS

QIA will be accepting applications for the QIA Scholarships and
the John Amagoalik Scholarship this summer. These scholarships
are available to Qikigtani Inuit who are attending post-secondary
education in the 2024-2025 academic year.

QIA Scholarships are valued at $2,500 each and are provided
to 80 Inuit students. The $5,000 John Amagoalik Scholarship
is awarded to one deserving student who is dedicated to using
their education to advance Inuit interests.

Last year, the John Amagoalik scholarship was awarded to
Kristy Kanayuk from Iqgaluit. Kristy is studying Inuit Studies
at Nunavut Sivuniksavut.

C °
Do/ - SINCE 2016 [SNSIEI

b+ Co- OVER
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4°b%0PN®ho Do r/r€

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

SbBAPCSHECS TSNS PPLCETLIS APLSOPAL LS dLL>
SbAABYLdPeaBPNYPENJCS hophSLYLC Db/SBPNPPasase.

Watch QIA’s social media platforms and website for our

scholarship call out and full eligibility rules

www.gia.ca/what-we-do/education-and-language/#scholarships
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To apply for Q-STEP training, visit:
www.gia.ca/skills-partnership-
fund-agreement/
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UPCOMING Q-STEP
TRAINING

QIA’s Qikigtani Skills and Training for Employment
Partnership (Q-STEP) has on-going training
opportunities for Qikigtani Inuit. QlIA is currently
accepting applications for the following training
opportunities:

Work readiness training

Driver training

Heavy equipment operator training
Pre-trades training

Trades apprenticeships
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WHAT IS THE FIRST FLOWER YOU CAN FIND
IN YOUR COMMUNITY THIS SEASON?

Send us a selfie with the first flower you can find on-the-land in your community,
and you could win one of five $50 gift cards!
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Enter by July 15, 2024 for a chance to win a prize!
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Send your selfie, name, age, and community to
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Open to kids of all ages up to 16 years old
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AMAZING NUNAVUT ANIMAL
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CARIBOU

@ Newsletter@qia.ca

e Both male and female caribou grow antlers.

e Caribou have large hooves which are hollowed
out like a scoop which help Caribou to dig through
snow in search of food.

e Caribou are herbivores, meaning they only eat
plants. In Nunavut, caribou mostly eat lichen.

= -sEND us wHA'r |-r ls AND wHY AND WE MIGHT FEATURE IT IN OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER'
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Jack Willie

Angela Killitee

Alaasua Audlaluk

Richard Amarualik

Perry Ikkidluak

Jutai Toonoo Jr

Sheena Machmer

Lamech Kadloo

Lorna Kullualik

Susan Salluviniq

Julie Emikotailak

Lily Arnagjuaq

Mary Akpalialuk

Arctic Bay

Clyde River

Grise Fiord

Igloolik

Kimmirut

Kinngait

Pangnirtung

Pond Inlet

Qikigtarjuaq

Resolute Bay

Sanikiluaq

Sanirajak

Iqaluit

COMMUNITY LIAISON

OFFICERS

P.O. Box 69, Arctic Bay, NU XOA OAO

Box 159, Clyde River, NU X0A OEO

P.O Box 47 Grise Fiord, NU X0A 0JO

Box 84, Igloolik, NU XOAOLO

Box 82, Kimmirut, NU XOA ONO

Box 151, Kinngait, NU X0A 0CO

Box 633, Pangnirtung, NU XOA ORO

Box 459, Pond Inlet, NU X0A 0SO

Box 239, Qikigtarjuag, NU XOA OBO

Box 118, Resolute Bay, NU X0A OVO

Box 90, Sanikiluag Nu, XOA-OWO

Box 9, Sanirajak, NU XOA OKO

Box 1340, Igaluit, NU XOA OHO

ph: 867-439-8277

ph: 867-924-6119

ph: 867-980-4076

ph: 867-934-8760

ph: 867-939-2135

ph: 867-897-8638

ph: 867-473-8991

ph: 867-899-8640

ph: 867-927-8195

ph: 867-252-3127

ph: 867-266-8162

ph: 867-928-8103

ph: 867-975-8359

fax: 867-439-8217

fax: 867-924-6120

fax: 867-980-4078

fax: 867-934-8562

fax: 867-939-2134

fax: 867-897-8650

fax: 867-473-8994

fax: 867-899-8642

fax: 867-927-8196

fax: 867-252-3129

fax: 867-266-8163

fax: 867-928-8114

fax: 867-979-3234
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IgaluitCLO@QIA.ca
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